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Intro : 
Positive feedback and encouragement is a vital part of a healthy learning environment.  In addition to the usual praise and verbal encouragement, why not add a tangible, spend-able form of positive reinforcement to help students know that their participation, achievement, improvement and other desirable behavior has not gone un-noticed or un-rewarded.
· Great for motivation and improving class participation and effort
· Re-usable and easy to make/carry
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Can be used for class auctions or regular sales (small prizes or candies), or to “buy” special things like trips to the toilet or drinking fountain.
· Popular with parents as well!

Description: 
A dream come true- print your own money! With regular use and with chances to spend their class cash, these certificates can turn a normally passive and quiet class into an active one.  Think that students reminding you to check homework and competing for who gets to answer questions was impossible? I’ve see both on a regular basis when I reward students with class cash.
Different sizes (denominations) can be made, for example the large certificates shown in the picture are worth four English dollars while the smaller bills are just worth only one. You could even print up special holiday or other theme bills, depending on how creative you are.
Make sure to provide opportunities for students to spend their money on such things as sales and auctions (for chocolate, pens, rules and other such items), or even to buy trips to the washroom or drinking fountain.  I’ve even heard some teachers suggest allowing English dollars to be spent on paying “fines” to avoid punishment for things like forgetting a textbook or using Chinese in English class. Personally, I like to keep their value positive (getting rewards) rather than avoiding negative punishments. Be sure to use whatever works for your teaching style and your students.
I also sometime give out half dollars for partial answers or almost right answers but with a great effort. A half dollar is not a certificate ripped in two, but rather a chance for a student to get a one dollar certificate if he or she beats me in a game of “paper ,scissors, stone” (actually I usually give them the certificate on a tie as well, lest lost of time be consumed through replaying games that end in a tie). 

If you make your certificates the right size, you can take advantage of the many decorative and stylish cigarette cases (ATMs, I call them) which you can find in the markets. These small cases make handy money holders which easily fit into your purse, bag, jacket or even pocket. To help save time, instead of me walking down the rows to each student who answers correctly or tries to talk more in class (in English, of course), why not nominate an honest banker to distribute the certificates for you.  Of course, the bankers volunteer more readily when they know that I pay my bankers for their hard work. I’ve even been told that some “naughty” students were talking about colour photo-copying the class cash so I now stamp the certificates on the back with an unusual stamp to help foil would be counterfeiters.
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Class Cash


(redeemable award certificates to encourage better student participation and achievement)
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