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Intro : 

Why have just one piece of chalk and make the teacher do all the writing on the board? The more student-centred we can make the lesson the better. Teachers generally know how to make sentences, spell words and read much better than the students. It’s time to get the students out of their seats, up to the black board and doing some of the work for themselves. That way they will get more practice!
· This is more time efficient by having many students doing the writing at the same time (instead of just the teacher)
· Gets the students practicing writing (spelling and sentence structure)
· Good way to motivate students if used as part of a group competition or with other rewards
· Allows teachers to evaluate the students abilities and students’ strengths and weaknesses.

· Frees up teacher to do other tasks.
Description: 

When the time comes to put answers on the board for homework, textbook exercises, worksheets and the like, turn the task over to the students. Take many chalk holders to class and either let the volunteers come up to write their answers, or simply hand out the chalk to students (randomly or otherwise) This is especially effective when used with game, competitions or some form of participation reward system.

After the students write their answer on the board, make sure the act of trying is rewarded. Give their team a point, or the student some positive feedback (praise etc) even before the answers are checked.

When correcting answers, instead of having the teacher just “mark” it. Ask the students if they agree or disagree with the offered input. Ask for other possible answers. If there is a mistake, allow for self correction first, then peer correction, and finally teacher correction if the other forms aren’t forthcoming.  Students need practice looking for and correcting errors.  
For primary classes an extra bit of fun can be added by using the colours to select students or playing a musical chairs (pass the chalk holders) type game.





Chalk It Up


(Using numerous plastic chalk holders to allow for more student involvement)
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